
Nursery Reading Spine

Term 

Main class texts 

for English 

Teaching

Traditional Tales  Nursery Rhymes No outsiders texts Suggested further reading in Class
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• Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear 

• Things I Like –
Anthony 
Browne

• Monkey and 
Me

• Peace at Last
• Lucy’s Picture
• The Blue 

Balloon
• Whatever Next
• Owl Babies
• A dark, dark 

tale 

• Goldilocks 
and the 
Three Bears

• The 
Gingerbread 
Man

Author focus:
Julia Donaldson
• Chocolate 

Mousse for 
Greedy Goose

• Hide and Seek 
Pig

• Goat Goes To 
Playgroup

Twinkle Twinkle
1,2,3,4,5
Humpty Dumpty
Incy Wincy Spider
Old MacDonald
Wheels on the bus
Row, row, row 
your boat
Baa Baa
Blacksheep
I’m a little teapot
Hickory Dickory 
Dock
Jack and Jill

• The Family 
Book

• Mamma, Me 
and You

Fiction and Non fiction books on the senses, starting school and 
seasonal change including:

• Favourite Nursery Rhymes – Jonathan Langley
• What can I smell? Annie Kubler
• Hearing – Katie Dicker (NF)
• Tasting and Smelling – Katie Dicker (NF)
• Let’s Eat Dinner – Clare Hibbert (NF)
• Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What do you hear? Bill Martin 

Jr/Eric Carle
• This Old Man
• Why Do I Wash My Hands? Angela Royston
• Mouse’s First Day of School – Lauren Thompson
• Let it Fall – Mary Ann Cocca – Leffler
• Look, look, look again: Autumn – Clare Warden and Niki 

Buchan
• Happy to be me – Emma Dodd
• Peepo! Ahlbergs
• What I Like – Catherine and Laurence Anholt
• If you’re happy and you know it! Jane Cabrera
• Wibbly Pig has 10 balloons – Mick Inkpen
• I’m not Scared! – Jonathan Allen
• Aliens in Underpants Save the World – Claire Freedman
• The Way back Home – Oliver Jeffers
• Here Come The Aliens! – Colin McNaughton
• Kipper’s Monster – Mick Inkpen
• On the Moon – Anna Milbourne
• Kipper’s Snowy Day – Mick Inkpen
• Bears – Donna Bailey
• Sleep Tight Little Bear – Martin Waddell
• The Nativity – Fiona Watt



Nursery Reading Spine
Term 

Main class texts for 

English Teaching
Traditional Tales Nursery Rhymes

No outsiders 

texts
Suggested further reading in Class
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• Handa’s Surprise
• Walking Through 

the Jungle
• Dear Zoo
• Mr Wolf’s 

Pancakes
• Oliver’s Fruit Salad
• Oliver’s Vegetables
• Jasper’s Beanstalk
• The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar

• Little Red 
Riding Hood

• Jack and the 
Beanstalk

Author focus:
Julia Donaldson
• What the 

Ladybird 
Heard

• Superworm

Focus on Non 
fiction texts

As previous and also:

• Three Blind 
Mice

• I Hear Thunder
• This Old Man
• Little Miss 

Muffet
• Hey Diddle 

Diddle
• Mulberry Bush
• Little Nut Tree
• This Little Piggy
• Little Bo Peep

• Blue 
Chameleon

• Red Rockets 
and Rainbow 
Jelly

Fiction and Non fiction books on looking after 
ourselves, fruit and vegetables, growing 
plants and animals, butterfly life cycles and 
caring for living things including:

• What time is it, Mr Wolf?
• Mr Wolf’s Week – Colin Hawkins
• Oh Dear! Rod Campbell
• Old MacDonald Had a Farm – Colin 

Hawkins
• Oliver’s Milkshake – Vivian French
• Celebration Food – Clare Hibbert (NF)
• Oi Frog! – Kes Gray
• Which food will you choose? – Claire 

Potter
• Milk, Cheese and Eggs (NF)
• Lifecycle of a Butterfly – Heinemann First 

Library (NF)
• Fruit – Photoworld Book (NF)
• Everybunny Count! Ellie Sandall



Nursery Reading Spine

Term 

Main class texts 

for English 

Teaching

Traditional Tales Nursery Rhymes No outsiders texts Suggested further reading in Class
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• Come on 
Daisy!

• The Flying Bath
• The Rainbow 

Fish

• The Tiger Who 
Came To Tea

• Noah’s Ark
• We’re Going 

on a Bear Hunt

• The Three 
Billy Goats 
Gruff

• The Three 
Little Pigs

Author focus –
Julia Donaldson
• The Snail and 

the Whale
• Sharing a Shell

As previous and 
also:
• Five Little 

Ducks
• Teddy Bear, 

Teddy Bear

• You Choose

• Turtle’s Party 
in the Clouds

• Fiction and Non fiction books on water 
and water animals, materials, forces, 
exploring how things work and change, 
people and places including:

• Duck – see how they grow (NF)
• 5 Little Ducks
• National Geographic Kids – Ducks (NF)
• Duck and Penguin are not friends
• Quacky quack-quack – Ian Whybrow
• Come on Baby Duck!-Nick Ward
• The Ugly Duckling
• The Pig in the Pond – Martin Waddell
• Pig – see how they grow (NF)
• Splash – Flora McDonnal
• Who sank the boat?
• Noah Built an Ark One Day – Colin 

Hawkins
• Rosie’s Walk


