
Reception  

Progression of Vocabulary 

 My family and I Let’s Celebrate Healthy Body, Healthy 

Mind 

Get set grow Let’s Pretend Our Community 

P

SE

D 

Myself 
Feelings/Emotions 
Helpful 
Being gentle 
Independent 
Rules 
Likes/Dislikes 
Kindness 
Same/Different 
People who help me in 
school 
Happy 
Sad 
Angry 
Upset 
Worried 
Manners 
Apologise 
Being polite  
 
 

Special 
Same/different 
Caring/Kind 
Share 
Taking turns 
Families 
Home 
Friend 
Celebrate 
 

Safe/Unsafe 
Medicine 
Poorly/ill/unwell 
Healthy 
Trust 

Caring 
Kindness 
Help 
Helpful 
Task 
Appreciate 
Grateful 
Recycle/Re-use 
Save Energy  
Litter 
Environment 
Precious 
Family  
Friend  
Falling out 
Money 
Spend/save 
Cost/change 
Coin 
Bank  
 

Patience 
Practise 
Challenges 
Perseverance 
Resilience 
Try 
Yet 
Energy 
Hungry 
Healthy eating 
Well-being Wheel 
 

Body  
Respect 
Change 
Growth 
Life-cycle/stages  
Resilience 
Winning  
Losing  
Taking part 
Jobs 

P

D 

Climbing 
Rolling 
Jumping 
Skipping 
Sausage Roll 
Teddy bear roll 
Safety 
Space 

Throwing 
Catching 
Team Work 
Skipping 
Movements 
Rhythm 
Steps 

Dribbling 
Patting 
Catching 
Kicking 
Aiming 
Target 
Balance 
Climbing 
Symmetry 

Spin  
Rock  
Tilt  
Fall  
Slide  
Bounce 

Over  
Under  
Through  
Around  
Walk  
Run  
Skip  
Tiptoe  
Crawl  
Climb  

Hurdles  
Long jump  
Javelin  
Olympics  
Penalties  
Sprinting  
Pace  
Heart rate  
Exercise  
Aim 



L Segment  
Blend  
Phoneme  
Grapheme  
Sound button  
Tricky words  
Diagraph  
Word 
Book  
Page  
Story  
Picture  
Rhyme  
Patterns  
Order 

Segment  
Blend  
Phoneme  
Grapheme  
Sound button  
Tricky words  
Diagraph  
Word 
Sentence  
Finger space  
Full stop  
Word building  
Title  
What?  
Where?  
Character  
Label  
List  
First sound  
Re-tell  
Order  
Invitation  
Fiction  
Letter  
Dear  
To  
From  
Love  

Segment  
Blend  
Phoneme  
Grapheme  
Sound button  
Tricky words  
Diagraph  
Tri-graph 
Decode 
Word  
Sentence  
Finger space  
Full stop  
Caption  
Facts  
Non-fiction  
Title  
Label  
Explain  

Segment  
Blend  
Phoneme  
Grapheme  
Sound button  
Tricky words  
Diagraph  
Tri-graph 
Decode 
Word  
Sentence  
Finger space  
Full stop  
  
Word  
Sentence  
Finger space  
Full stop  
Question mark  
Facts  
Information  
New line  
Heading  
Non-fiction  
Sequencing  
Pictures  
Questions  
Adjectives 
(describing words)  
Story map  
Deep  
Wet  
Rainy  
Cold  
Hot  

Segment  
Blend  
Phoneme  
Grapheme  
Sound button  
Tricky words  
Diagraph  
Tri-graph 
Decode 
Actions  
Re-tell  
Sequence  
Props  
Picture  
Characters  
Problem  
Beginning  
Middle  
End  
Character 
description  
Fiction  
Story map  
Once upon a time  
Then  
Now  
Emotions  
Scared  
Sneaky  
Naughty  
Lazy  
Beady eyes  
Furry tail  
Disguise 
Setting  

Segment  
Blend  
Phoneme  
Grapheme  
Sound button  
Tricky words  
Diagraph  
Tri-graph 
Decode 
Word  
Sentence  
Finger space  
Full stop  
Question mark  
Front cover  
Back cover  
Spine  
Blurb  
Author  
Illustrator  
Page number  
Leaflet  
Information  
Fiction/Non-fiction  
Introduction  
 



Sunny  
Rainforest  
Sad  
Lost  
Upset  

Story map  
Breezy  
Windy  
 

M Pairs 
Same/Different 
more 
fewer 
Match 
Sort 
colour 
size 
Number/1 to 20 
group 
count 
forwards/back 
how many 
order 
 
compare 
largest/smallest 
tall/short 
long/short 
balance 
full/empty 
 
pattern 
copy 
create 
repeat 
AB 
 
Days of the week   
Spring 

Number/1 to 20 
Numeral 
Subitise 
Five frame 
count 
forwards backwards 
how many 
how old 
same/different 
more 
fewer 
equal 
group 
order 
One more/less 
Predict 
 
Shape 
Circle 
triangle 
Square 
Rectangle 
Sides 
Corners 
Straight 
Size 
Orientation 
Flat/3d 
 
Over/under/ 

Number/1 to 20 
Ten-frame 
Zero 
Nothing 
Compare 
Quantities 
More/fewer 
More/less 
Subitise 
Composition 
Hidden 
Numeral 
count 
forwards backwards 
count on 
pair 
sort 
combine 
partition 
Heavy/light 
Heavier/lighter 
Balance 
Scales 
Capacity 
Compare 
Measure 
Full/empty/half-full 
Tall/thin/narrow/wide
/shallow 
Nearly full 

Number/1 to 20 
Numeral 
Subitise 
forwards 
backwards 
Ten-frame 
Compare 
Quantities 
Longest/shortest 
Order 
Sort 
More/fewer 
Bond 
Total 
Combine 
 
3d 
Shape 
Same/different 
sort 
 
Pattern 
Repeat 
AB/AAB/ABB 
Continue 
Copy 
 
 

Number/1 to 20 
Beyond 20…50 
100 
Numeral 
Subitise 
forwards backwards 
Ten-frame 
Sorting/Matching 
Comparing/Ordering 
Tens/ones 
digits 
First,next,then 
Add more 
Altogether 
Taking away 
One less 
Subtract 
takeaway 
Shape 
Match 
 
Calendar 
Days of the week 
Months 
Seasons   
 

Number/1 to 20 
Numeral 
Number/1 to 20 
Beyond 20…50 
100 
Numeral 
Subitise 
forwards backwards 
Ten-frame 
Sorting/Matching 
Comparing/Ordering 
Doubling 
Symmetry 
Match 
Sharing 
Grouping 
Equal 
Even/odd 
Half 
Problem/Solve 
Number story 
 
Over/under/ 
between/through/o
n top/next to 
Map 
 
Calendar 
Days of the week 
Months 



Summer 
Autumn 
Winter 
birthday 
morning 
afternoon 
 

between/through/o
n top/next 
Combine 
 
Night/day 
Today/tomorrow 
Morning 
Afternoon 
Before/After 
Now/next/later 
Calendar 
Days of the week 
months 
Seasons 
birthday/holiday 

Nearly empty 
Pour 
Holds more/less 
Height/length 
Tall/short 
Thick/thin 
Thicker/thinner 
Longer/shorter 
Taller/shorter 
Wider/narrower 
 
Time/timer 
Minute/seconds 
Night/day 
Today/tomorrow 
Morning/Afternoon 
Before/After 
Now/next/later 
Calendar 
Days of the week 
Months/Seasons 

Shape, circle, 

triangle,  

Calendar 
Days of the week 
Months 
Seasons   

Seasons   
 

U
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Family  
Sibling  
Mum  
Dad  
Grandma  
Grandad  
 
Grow/Change 
Baby 
Toddler  
Teenager 
Adult 
 
Scarecrow  

Festivals  
Celebrations 
Faith/Belief 
Diva lamps  
Mehndi patterns  
Rangoli patterns  
Hindus  
Festival of light  
Fireworks  
Firefighters  
Emergency  
Fire safety  
999   
Guy Fawkes  

Healthy Eating 
Fruit  
Vegetables 
Vitamins 
Body 
Muscles 
Bones 
Skeleton 
Heart 
Brain 
Senses 
Energy 
Exercise 
Diet 

Lifecycle  
Egg 
Chick 
Chicken 
Butterfly  
Caterpillar  
Cocoon  
Chrysalis  
Spring 
Baby 
Toddler  
Teenager 
Adult 
New life  

Life-cycle 
Larvae 
Butterfly  
Caterpillar  
Cocoon  
Chrysalis  
Living/Non-living  
Habitats  
Garden  
Insect 
Bird 
Mammals 
Animal  
Observe 

Community 
Job 
Emergency Services 
Community jobs – 
refuse collector/Post 
Person etc 
Dr/Dentist/Optician 
Place of Worship 
Museum 
Hospital 
Library 
Shop 
Park 
Allotment 
Garden 



Tractor 
Harvest  
Farmer  
Market 
Supermarket  
Healthy eating  
Fruit  
Vegetables  
 
Seasons 
Autumn 
Weather 
Wind/Sun 
Rain/Cloud 
Change  
Dark  
Colours of leaves 

Parliament  
Gunpowder  
Remembrance 
Day/Soldier  
Poppies  
War 
Christmas  
Nativity  
Jesus 
Mary/Joseph 
Bethlehem  
Stable  
Manger 
Gift 
 
Autumn/Winter 
Weather 
Season 
Wind/Sun/Rain 
Cloud 
Birthday  
Past/Present  
Old/New 
 

Dairy 
Well-being wheel 
 
Chinese New Year  
Chinese dragon  
Chinese numbers  
Chinese lantern 
 
Winter 
Cold 
Ice 
Freeze/Melt 
Arctic 
Country 
Globe 
Woodland 
Trees 
Forest 
Woodland 
Hibernate 
 
 

Growing  
Flowers  
 
Seed 
Plant 
Leaf 
Stem 
Petal 
Root 
Soil/water/sunshin
e  
Easter  
Winter/Spring 

Sun 
Cloud  
Cold  
Hot  
  

Spring/Summer 

Dam 
 
Transport 
Plane 
Car 
Van 
Bus 
Tram 
Boats  
Ships  
Float  
Sink 
  
Environment 
Town/Country 
Man-made/natural  
Land/water 

Litter 
Recycle/Re-use 
Save Energy  
 
Summer  
Past  
Present 
Old/New 
Future/Modern 
Change  

 
Map 
Direction 
Route 
 
Summer 
Sun safe 
Water 
Shade 
Burn 



E
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Primary Colours 
Printing  
Cutting  
Sticking  
Colouring  
Drawing  
Chopping  
Singing  
Timing  
Tune  
Body percussion  
Rhythm 

Portrait  

Secondary Colours 
Printing  
Sticking  
Hole-punching  
Joining  
Cutting  
Decorating  
Knots  
Tying  
Forking  
Scraping  
Cutting  
Linking  
Threading  
Washing  
Drying  
Quiet  
Loud  
Soft  
Timing  
Clapping  
Tapping  
Projecting  
Narrating  
Parts  
Play 

Landscape 

Collaging 
Joining  
Rolling  
Folding  
Stencils  
Decorating  
Dabbing  
Sponging  
Moving  
Split pins  
Wheels  
Structure  
Purpose  
Perform  
Sing  
Dance  

Rough 
Soft  
Secure  
Join  
Masking tape  
Cellotape  
Structures  
Collage  
Design  
Make  
drawing  
Sketch  
Bake  
Mix  
Stir  
Pour  
Add  
Hand-washing  
Hygiene  
Perform  
Sing  
Dance  

Plan 
Make  
Evaluate   
Materials  
Paint  
Colour  
Cut  
Spread  
Butter  
Jam  
Prepare  
Hygiene  
Hand-washing  
Perform  
  

Play  
Puppet  
Textiles  
Glue gun  
Stick  
Collage  
Materials  
Textures  
Sing  
Clap  
Crash  
Bang 

 


